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retire all tlie bonds falling due in 1881 at the
existing rate of income, Mr. Randall estimated
the surplus revenue to be $90,000,000 a year,
and the number of years could be ascertained
by dividing the amount of the bonds by the
amount of surplus revenue.

Discussion then turned to the platform of the
Democratic party in 1868 which demanded the
payment of the bonds in greenbacks and to the
fact that at that time General Weaver was a
Eepublican. Weaver replied by saying that
about the time he got converted to the Demo-
cratic theory, the Democratic party went back
on it. Furthermore he declared that "the
democratic party in its whole history has
simply camped every four years exactly where
the republican party camped four years before,
and during the late campaign they were neck
and neck with the republican party in their
doctrine.''

General Weaver pointed out that in 1876 the
Democrats complained because the Republicans
had not hastened resumption and urged the re-
peal of the resumption act that action might be
taken immediately, he supposed, but they were
beaten again. To the suggestion that they were
cheated out of the election, he replied that they
were "beaten out of it some way". Asked as
to who was elected in 1876, he answered: "I do
not believe anybody was elected." Again, in